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150,000 ducats being given to those of the wool and silk
trades alone; and Rondmelli, who was an eye-witness, says
that all that was done was wisely duected, unot in meie
donations, but also in useful works and agricultural la-
bours." 1X Lazzarettos were organized, and a general quaran-
tine established, the court retired into the fortress of the
Belvedere, which, occupying a high eminence, enjoyed fresher
air than the Grand Ducal palace at the foot of the hill, but
Ferdinand and his young brothers, Giovanni Carlo, Mattias,
and Francesco, "nobly disdaining this shelter while the
people were peiishing, went daily into the city, and with hand
and voice administered comfort to the sufferers."12 The
pestilence raged for thirteen dismal months, during which
time in and around the city twelve thousand people died.
Ferdinand established a Board of Health, and this body
issued many wise regulations, while they also forced the in-
mates of the immense number of monasteries and convents
with which the city was crowded both to obey sanitary rules,
and also to bear their share in receiving and helping those
who were convalescent. But Ferdinand's sound sanitary regu-
lations were denounced by the priests as impious; the Pope
demanded that the Board of Health should be censured, and
required that a severe penance should be exacted from its
members, and Ferdinand, unable to resist the pressure of hb
bigoted grandmother, was forced, notwithstanding his own
and the general indignation, to comply with these arbitrary
demands, with the result that the Board of Health was made
to do penance for having adopted measures which weie in
every way right and desirable.

In 1631 the war-cloud departed from Italy to spread in-
stead over Germany, Richelieu brought the celebrated Gus-
tavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, into the contest, and the
latter ran his short but brilliant couise of victory. Feidi-
nand's two brothers, Mattias and Francesco (then respec-
tively eighteen and seventeen), were both eager to take part
in the irreat events occurring north of the Alps: and the